
FAQ:
2021 PCE Clinical Component 

Why has a virtual Clinical Component been chosen over a “touchless” Clinical 

Component? 

A. CAPR has committed to deliver a Clinical Component that cannot be derailed by the continuing

pandemic. A ‘virtual’ exam, hosted in an online environment, is the only way we can guarantee safe and

stable delivery of and equitable access to the Clinical Component in 2021.

An in-person but “touchless” Clinical Component would rely on the availability of exam facilities and the 

loosening of restrictions on gatherings in some jurisdictions. It would also require examiners and 

standardized patients/clients, as well as participants, to subject themselves to in-person interactions and, in 

many cases, require participants to travel across municipal, provincial and national borders to access the 

exam.  

Will the virtual Clinical Component require proctoring through online services, or will 

candidates be required to attend a testing facility. 

A. The virtual Clinical Component will be monitored by live remote proctoring services. You will not be

required to attend a physical testing centre.

How will the virtual Clinical Component be structured? 

A. The 2021 Clinical Component will:

• be comprised of 12 clinical stations (down from 16 stations in 2020);

• be built to satisfy the exam blueprint;

• assess physiotherapy knowledge, clinical reasoning, safe and professional behaviour and

communication skills at an entry-to-practice level;

• not include any written elements (the 5+5-minute couplet stations have been eliminated from the

exam).

How will a virtual Clinical Component, with no element of touch, work? 

A. The exam will be an Objective Structured Clinical Exam (OSCE), just as it was before. In each of the

12 clinical stations, candidates will engage with a standardized patient while being observed by an

examiner. Candidates will be assessed on their physiotherapy knowledge, professionalism and clinical

reasoning and communication skills.
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How will the Clinical Component assess physiotherapy competency in the absence of 

touch? 

A. The Clinical Component is intended to assess a candidate’s ability to safely and effectively apply the

principles and processes of physiotherapy and to demonstrate communication skills and professional

behaviour at an entry-to-practice level. Through our consultations with physiotherapy educators and

regulators, we have confirmed that this can be achieved without touch. The 2021 Clinical Component will

focus on the application of clinical skills and knowledge at the top level (“Does”) of Miller’s pyramid (see

Figure 1, below) and on the higher-order cognitive functions from Bloom’s taxonomy (see Figure 2, below).

Figure 1: Miller’s Pyramid 

Figure 2: Bloom’s Taxonomy 
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What is the passing criteria for the 2021 virtual Clinical Component? 

A. The 2021 Clinical Component will have two passing criteria:

1. The Total Score criterion: candidates must achieve a pre-determined total score across the 12

stations to pass the exam;

2. The Critical Incidents Criterion: candidates must demonstrate safe, professional practice across

all 12 stations.

What is the Number of Stations criterion and why is it not being used for the 2021 Clinical 

Component?  

A. To pass the former, 16-station Clinical Component, candidates had to pass a predetermined number of

exam stations, known as the Number of Stations criterion, in addition to achieving an overall exam score

that meets or exceeds a minimum total score (known as the Total Score criterion), and demonstrating safe

and professional actions and behaviours (known as the Critical Incidents criterion). For the 2021 Clinical

Component, the Number of Stations criterion will not be used because it has been determined that using

this criterion for a 12-station exam does not yield optimal reliability.

What are the confirmed Clinical Component dates for 2021? 

A. Confirmed dates for the Clinical Component are:

• March 20 (Saturday) and 21 (Sunday), 2021

• June 5 (Saturday) and 6 (Sunday), 2021

• November 13 (Saturday) and 14 (Sunday), 2021

CAPR will add an additional date in August or September. Updates to the schedule will be posted on our 

website here. 

How can I continue to study? 

A. You can continue to study as if you were preparing for the 2020 version of the Clinical Component. CAPR

is changing the method of exam delivery (i.e., virtual instead of in-person), but the physiotherapy

knowledge covered by the exam remains largely unchanged. You can continue to use CAPR’s PCE Key

Reference List, Clinical Component Practice Questions, and PCE Blueprint to direct your studying.

https://www.alliancept.org/taking-the-exam/exam-application-information/exam-dates-fees-and-locations/
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How will CAPR prepare candidates for success in the virtual environment? 

A. CAPR recognizes that a robust orientation program will be a key to candidate success in the online 

environment. We are committed to ensuring that candidate anxiety about the new method of delivery does 

not impact their performance on the 2021 Clinical Component. 

As early as January 2021, CAPR will begin delivering a comprehensive orientation program. This program will 

include written resources, live and recorded webinars, town hall forums and the opportunity to test out the 

virtual exam environment.   


